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Statement by Attorney General 
HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [10.06 am]: I rise to inform the 
house of several significant appointments the Liberal–National government has made this week. Firstly, I wish to 
congratulate Pamela Scott on her appointment as the next chief commissioner of the Western Australian 
Industrial Relations Commission following the retirement of Chief Commissioner Tony Beech. 
Commissioner Scott will officially commence in the position on 27 June 2016, and becomes the first female 
chief commissioner in the 100-year history of the commission. Commissioner Scott is eminently qualified for the 
position of chief commissioner, having served as a commissioner since 1994, and as acting senior commissioner 
since 2009. She has extensive experience resolving employment disputes in the public and private sectors, 
particularly in her capacity as Public Service Arbitrator. She has a detailed knowledge of the administrative 
running of the commission, and has chaired, and served on, many commissions in court session and full bench 
matters. She is highly regarded within the labour relations community for performing her duties judiciously and 
impartially. With Commissioner Scott’s appointment, highly competent women will now hold the positions of 
chief commissioner, registrar and acting president of the commission, greatly enhancing the diversity of this 
longstanding institution. 
Moving to the courts now, I am pleased to announce the government has appointed, after a rigorous selection 
process, two experienced and well-respected female legal practitioners in Sandra De Maio and Anne Longden to 
the Magistrates Court of Western Australia and Children’s Court of Western Australia. Ms De Maio has worked 
at the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions as a state prosecutor and also served as the deputy 
chairperson of the Prisoners Review Board. She has been a sole practitioner since 2013, predominantly 
practising in the area of criminal law. Ms Longden also has been employed by the Office of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions as a state prosecutor, lead counsel of the sentencing and Drug Court team and 
senior state prosecutor in appeals. 
Finally, one of the state’s leading barristers, Peter Quinlan, SC, has been appointed as the new Solicitor-General 
of Western Australia. Mr Quinlan will provide the state with legal and constitutional advice, and appear in the 
High Court and other courts in litigation to which this state is a party, or in which this state intervenes. 
Mr Quinlan has an extensive and varied legal practice in a wide range of matters, as well as broad knowledge of 
public and constitutional law, and has been the author of several articles and papers on legal and ethical issues. 
He replaces Grant Donaldson, SC, who some months ago informed me of his wish to return to private practice. 
I congratulate all appointees and wish them well in their new roles. 
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